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Objectives:

• the historical context of mentholated tobacco use 
from slavery to the present

• an understanding of how tobacco and racism 
impact African American health and wellness 











The 
Middle 

Passage:  
246 Years of Slavery



Tobacco and Emancipation
Bonsack's cigarette rolling machine, as shown on U.S. patent 238,640.





Menthol
Spud Cigarettes 



Advertisements 
Changed



Advertisements 
Changed



Redlining:
Structural inequality



Home 

ownership 

is wealth. 





Predatory 
Practices and 
Menthol

• Cheaper to buy in African American 
communities

• Advertised more prominently in AA 
neighborhoods

• The greater the concentration of AA 
students, the greater the number of 
menthol ad



It Worked…
• About 90% of cigarettes marketed in 

the United States contain menthol, 
even if they are not advertised as 
menthol cigarettes.

• 32% of all cigarettes sold in U.S. are 
menthols (Up from 22% in 2010)

• Newport has the second leading 
market share 



Racism is a 
public health 
issue. 



Menthol Cigarettes
“Menthol cigarettes are unequal-
opportunity killers that 
disproportionately hook young 
people, African-Americans and 
other people of color, harming 
their health and reducing their 
life expectancy. We urge the FDA 
to ban menthol in cigarettes and 
help reduce the vast, avoidable 
differences in health that 
continue to separate Americans 
according to race and wealth.” 

-Dr Phil Gardiner



Legislation and 
Menthol

Family Smoking Prevention 
and Tobacco Control Act

• Proposed in 2008, 
enacted in 2009

• Designed to eliminate 
13 flavors in cigarettes 
only

• Excluded menthol
• The Tobacco Control 

Act gave FDA broad 
authority to regulate 
the manufacture, 
marketing, sale, and 
distribution of tobacco 
products.



FDA announces it will 
begin the rule 

making process in 
banning menthol 
cigarettes and 
flavored cigars

Present Day:



Submit Public Comment
& 

Continue Passing State/Local Policy

Submit comment on CBHE page

Menthol Comment

Flavored Cigar Comment



What If…….
Menthol Wasincluded in 2009 

Flavor Ban….. 100,000s of Lives 
could have been saved

2010 – 2050

All Menthol 
Smokers   

Black Menthol 
Smokers

10% 323,107 91,744
20% 478,154 164,465
30% 633,252 237,317

(Levy, et al., 2011)



Thank you


