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- the historical context of mentholated tobacco use
from slavery to the present

- an understanding of how tobacco and racism
impact African American health and wellness
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Passage:

246 Years of Slavery
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Tobacco and Emancipatioﬁ



* State Sanction Economic
Disenfranchisement

Education
Healthcare

Housing
Taxes

Insurance

Voting

Marriage

Parks and recreation
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Menthol Cooled
CIGARETTES

CORK TIP

Menthol

Spud Cigarettes




Youll feel better about smo
with the taste of Kkent!
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Advertisements

Changed
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gm0 T SY TOB{FC 0-{_  Kent Salisfies Your Appetite
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Redlining:

Structural inequality

SEGREGATION BUILDS BARRIERS
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TOBACCO USE IS NOT AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY KILLER.
SMOKING DISPROPORTIONATELY AFFECTS THOSE MOST IN NEED SUCH AS THE POOR,

THE HOMELESS, RACIAL MINORITIES, LGBTQ PERSONS AND THOSE SUFFERING FROM
MENTAL ILLNESS AND SUBSTANCE USE DISORDERS.

THERE ARE UP TO

10X MORE TOBACCO ADS
IN BLACK NEIGHBORHOODS
THAN IN OTHER
NEIGHBORHOODS.




Predatory
Practices and

Menthol

Cheaper to buy in African American
communities

Advertised more prominently in AA
neighborhoods

The greater the concentration of AA
students, the greater the number of
menthol ad
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It Worked...

- About 90% of cigarettes marketed in
the United States contain menthol,
even if they are not advertised as
menthol cigarettes.

32% of all cigarettes sold in U.S. are
menthols (Up from 22% in 2010)

Newport has the second leading
market share

Afterall, if
smoRing isn’t
a pleasure,
why bother?




Racism is a
public health
issue.

New York June 26-July 5 Il O




77"\ Menthol Cigarettes

“Menthol cigarettes are unequal-
opportunity killers that
d?sproporh’onafely hook young
people, African-Americans and
other people of color, harming
their health and reducing their
life expectancy. We urge the FDA
to ban menthol in cigarettes and
help reduce the vast, avoidable
differences in health that
continue to separate Americans
according to race and wealth.”

-Dr Phil Gardiner




Family Smoking Prevention
and Tobacco Control Act

- Proposed in 2008,
enacted in 2009

- Designed to eliminate
13 flavors in cigarettes
only

. Excluded menthol

- The
gave FDA broad
authority to regulate
the manufacture,
marketing, sale, and
distribution of tobacco

Legislation and el

Menthol




Present Day:
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FDA announces it will

begin the rule FEDERAL REGISTER (4i)

_y\:‘ i;,%
NS 7&@5
\U\n(lwlr;‘/l\t The Daily Journal of the United States Government & 4y

mak|ng process N RN/ NN/ /0738 () Proposed Rule B
b ann i n g men .l- h o I Tobacco Product Standard for Menthol in Cigarettes
. A Proposed Rule by the Fcod and Dnug Administration on 05/04/2022
C I g a reftes a n d @ This document has a comment period that ends in 29 days. (07/05/2022)

flavored cigars




Submit Public Comment m
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Submit comment on CBHE page

Menthol Comment

Flavored Cigar Comment




What If......
Menthol Wasincluded in 2009
Flavor Ban.... 100,000s of Lives

could have been saved

2010 -2050
All Menthol Black Menthol
Smokers Smokers
10% 323,107 91,744
20% 478,154 164,465
30% 633,252 237,317
(Levy, et al, 2011)
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Thank you



